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Kellie Szczepaniec Thompson graduated from Cardinal O’Hara High School in 2004.   She attended the 
University of Notre Dame and graduated in 2008 with a B.A. in Psychology and Gender Studies and went 
on to receive her MSW from Washington University in St. Louis in 2010. 
 
As a Native American, Kellie always had a passion to give back to the Native American community.  
Presently she is the Director of the Kathryn M. Buder Center for American Indian Studies at Washington 
University (St. Louis, Missouri).  The Buder Center for American Indian Studies was founded to provide 
scholarships for American Indians and has grown into one of the most respected centers in the nation 
for academic advancement and study of American Indians related to social work.  Staffing, grant 
procurement, program development, research initiatives, and collaboration with other agencies are all 
responsibilities that Kellie manages.  She is a tireless advocate for the Buder Center and for those who 
benefit from it. 
 
Hundreds of students have benefitted from scholarships provided by the Buder Center and from 
programs that the Center offers.  In turn, these students go to work with Native American populations 
as social workers. 
 
Kellie has also brought awareness of Native Culture and traditions to the St. Louis area by organizing and 
promoting events that shine a spotlight on the traditions of Native Americans in that area. 
 
Kellie has been widely published and has presented on a variety of topics.  She has been recognized for 
her work, having been named the Outstanding Staff Member of the Brown School of Washington 
University in 2017. 
 
While a student at COHS, Kellie excelled as a student and as an athlete.  She was the valedictorian of the 
Class of 2004, a member of the National Honor Society, a member of Junior Achievement, the class 
treasurer for four years, a member of Spanish Club and graduated from O’Hara with an Advanced 
Regents diploma with Honors.    
 
As an athlete, Kellie was the Cardinal O’Hara Athlete of the Year in 2004.  She was a first team 
Monsignor Martin Division II All-Catholic volleyball player in 2002 and 2003 and was the league MVP in 
2002.  In basketball, Kellie was named first team Monsignor Martin Division II All-Catholic in 2002, 2003, 
and 2004.  She was named the League Most Valuable Player in 2003 and 2004. 
 
Kellie and her husband, Travis and step-daughter, Kalie reside in St. Louis, Missouri 
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