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Joseph Emminger ‘77 
 
Joseph started his career in real estate appraisal after graduating from Canisius College in 1982.  He has 
also been very active in Town of Tonawanda government serving as Town Councilman and Town 
Supervisor.  
 
Joseph was first elected as a Town of Tonawanda Councilman in 2005.  He ran again in 2009 and 2013 
and won handily on both occasions.  In 2008 he was appointed Deputy Supervisor and served in that 
capacity until 2015 when he was elected Supervisor for the Town of Tonawanda.  He ran for a second 
term in 2019 easily winning re-election with 70% of the vote. 
 
The Town of Tonawanda has over 71,000 residents.  Joseph oversees a budget of over $100 million 
 
After seven years as a real estate appraiser, Joseph, along with several partners formed their own 
appraisal company.  It grew to be one of the largest in New York State.  Years later, Joseph became 
President of the appraisal company Emminger, Newton, Pigeon & Magyar, Inc. 
 
Joseph has received a number of honors and awards.  Business First (Buffalo news magazine) named him 
one of the most influential leaders in Western New York for three years in a row. He is particularly proud 
of having been named recipient of the St. Joseph the Worker Award in 2005 by the Diocese of Buffalo 
for his work in the parish of St. Amelia’s.  In 2016, Joseph received the Frank E. Van Lare Award from the 
New York Water Environment Association for his contribution and commitment to environmental 
projects and initiatives. 
 
While a student at COHS, Joseph participated in athletics.  He played baseball and basketball for four 
years and was involved in intramurals each year.  He became a member of the Varsity Club his senior 
year.  He was a member of the 1976 Baseball team that won the Georgetown Cup, emblematic of 
winning the Catholic League championship.  That team is enshrined on the Athletic Hall of Fame. 
 
Invested in his community, Joseph gives back when his busy schedule allows. He has served as President 
of the Ken-Ton Friends of Youth Foundation and has been on the Board of Trustees at Mount St. Mary 
Academy.  He is currently the Commissioner of the Niagara River Greenway Commission, and you can 
always find him at St. Amelia’s Church/School. 
 
Joseph and his wife, Colleen, reside in Tonawanda, NY. 
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