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Dr. Candace Hennessy ‘65 
 
Dr. Candace (Brown) Hennessy graduated from Cardinal O’Hara in 1965 as part of O’Hara’s first ever 
graduating class.  Nursing was her career choice.  As her career evolved, Dr. Hennessy became a highly 
successful senior executive in health-related companies.  She has many years of experience in health 
care with a reputation for successfully leading multidisciplinary teams with a focus on excellent care and 
outcomes. 
 
Since 2013, Dr. Hennessy has been the President and CEO of Curative Care Network (CCN) located in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Curative Care Network is a $26 million human service organization and 
outpatient therapy company.   Curative Care Network seeks to improve the function and quality of life 
for persons with disabilities or limiting conditions through high-quality care and services.  Curative Care 
serves more than 5,300 children, seniors and adults from six counties in greater Milwaukee each year -  
85% of whom are children. 
 
Prior to her position with CCN, Dr. Hennessy was the Executive Vice President of Aurora Health Care, 
also in Milwaukee. 
 
Dr. Hennessy has also earned a reputation as an outstanding educator, having taught many next 
generation RNs and health care leaders as a faculty member at Carrol University and Marquette 
University.  She has also mentored and coached many current and evolving leaders in the field. 
 
Dr. Hennessy has been published frequently.  In addition, she has received several awards for research 
she has conducted, including the Wisconsin Redesign Award and the Implementation of Research Award 
from the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
 
Dr. Hennessy received a diploma as an RN from Sisters of Charity Hospital in Buffalo, New York.  She was 
awarded a B.S. in Nursing from Wright State University, an M.S. in Nursing from The Ohio State 
University before receiving her PhD from Marquette University in 1999. 
 
While a student at Cardinal O’Hara, Dr. Hennessy was a member of the Debate Team.  She 
acknowledges the influence that COHS on her life and career.  Dr. Hennessy recently wrote, “The 
passion of the sisters for civil rights – the need to be a voice still has an impact on me today.” 
 
Dr. Hennessy resides in Brookfield, Wisconsin with her husband, John.  
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