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When Paul Haggerty retired from the United States Secret Service, he was the 
Special Agent in Charge of Protective Operations.  He managed the Special Agent and 
Support Personnel staffing of the Presidential Protective Division and the Vice 
Presidential Protective Division of the United States Secret Service. He was 
responsible for the staffing and career progression of approximately 700 agents.   

 
Paul, a 1974 graduate of Cardinal O’Hara High School, attended Niagara 

University following his graduation from O’Hara.   He studied law enforcement in 
college and held aspirations of joining the Secret Service, inspired by those agents 
who were present when John F. Kennedy was assassinated. 

 
After a six-year career with the Tulsa, Oklahoma Police, Paul was accepted 

into the Secret Service.  As an agent, Paul, was responsible for the safety and well-
being of dignitaries and world leaders including United States’ presidents: William 
Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama.   At one event, he was the only agent 
standing outside Pope Benedict’s private study during a meeting between the Pope 
and President George W. Bush held at the Vatican. 

 
Paul was one of the longest serving Secret Service agents on the Presidential 

Protective Detail, which encompassed three separate assignments totaling a period 
of ten years.  Paul was third in command of the Presidential Detail during his last 
assignment. 

 
Paul credits his time at O’Hara for exposing him “…to role models, both 

fellow students and faculty and staff members who continually demonstrated to me 
how to become a well–rounded, kind and decent person.”   He participated in 
athletics (cross country and track), intramurals and student government.  He is 
proudest of the life-long friendships he began at COHS. 

 
Paul volunteers to help those in need.  He is a regular volunteer at St. 

Matthew’s Church in Washington D.C. where he serves breakfast to the homeless.  
He is also a member of the Knights of Columbus. 

 
He and his wife, Greta, reside in Stafford, Virginia.  They have two children, 

Katie and Michael. 
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