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Kathleen Conway ‘75 
 
Ms. Conway’s career in Law Enforcement spanned 36 years. 
 
She served in several high - level positions in the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and its predecessor agency, the U.S. Customs Service. 
 
Kathy rose through the ranks of the federal departments of the U.S. Customs Service and Homeland 
Security to become a Director in the Department of Homeland Security.  As a civilian, she achieved a 
“rank” of GS – 15 (the equivalent of a Navy Captain or an Army Colonel).  She directed 500 officers in her 
department. 
 
She negotiated with foreign countries (European Union) to develop safer and more efficient procedures 
for persons leaving and entering foreign ports.   She also worked to ensure safer delivery of cargo from 
one country to another. 
 
In her work, Ms. Conway was involved with outreach to members of Congress so that they may be 
better informed on matters of homeland security.   
 
In her high school years, she was very active in athletics and student government.  She played volleyball 
and badminton for four years.  Kathy served as a class representative and as an officer for her class in 
student government.  She was the Class of 1975 Vice President her senior year.  In addition, she was 
inducted into the National Honor Society at COHS.  She has many fond memories of her O’Hara years 
and is proud that she has remained very close to her O’Hara friends despite her global responsibilities.  
Kathy has remained connected to O’Hara and runs Class of 1975 reunion events from her Florida home. 
 
Wherever she has been, Kathy believes in giving back to her community.  When she lived in the 
Washington, D.C. area, she volunteered for the Arlington Food Pantry when she wasn’t conducting 
negotiations overseas.  After retiring from federal law enforcement in 2014, Kathy settled in Cape Coral, 
Florida where she currently volunteers for the Cape Coral Police Department. 
 
Never one to sit still, Kathy plays golf, sails, and travels extensively. 
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